
THE WALSINGHAM DECLARATION
Establishing the Old Roman Catholic Council of Europe

OR the purposes of realising that unity for His Church which Our Lord Jesus Christ prayed  
[John  17:21]  we  the  undersigned,  believing  firmly  that  intercommunion  relationships 
between Old Roman Catholic Churches are to be valued and encouraged, seek to enter into 
the following intercommunion agreement, pledging ourselves to fulfill both the rule and the 

spirit of its godly intent.

F
E seek to heal that which over time and human frailty has been broken, bringing together  
that which has been separated by circumstance only. We wish to recognise in this document, 

what has always existed;  that  we are true brothers and sisters in Christ,  possessing a common 
heritage  and  in  recognition  of  our  spiritual  fellowship  and  kinship.  Recognising  that  we  are 
members  together  of  the  One,  Holy,  Catholic  and Apostolic  Church,  originating  from the  Old 
Roman  Catholic  See  of  Utrecht,  perpetuated  and  preserved  through  the  efforts  of  Archbishop 
Arnold  Harris  Mathew;  whose  efforts  were  formally  and  historically  recognised  by an  agreed 
declaration of faith with the ancient and Orthodox Patriarchates of Antioch [1911] and Alexandria  
[1912], which faith we have maintained and still proclaim. 

W

T is  our  prayerful  hope that  this  preliminary document,  forming the  “Old Roman Catholic  
Council of Europe” will lead to the eventual reconciliation of our jurisdictions; further, that it 

will encourage other Old Roman Catholic churches to seek greater unity, and that it will help bring 
to fruition the unity of purpose that God in Christ through the Holy Spirit desires for His people.

I

N that spirit and with the understanding that we have been created to do God's will, we agree to 
the following specific terms:I

I. Each Communion recognises the Catholicity and independence of the other, and maintains 
its own.

II. Each Communion agrees to admit members of the other Communion to participate in the 
Sacraments.

III. Intercommunion does not require from either Communion the acceptance of all  doctrinal 
opinion, sacramental devotion or liturgical practice characteristic of the other, but implies 
that each believes the other to hold all the essentials of the Catholic and Apostolic Faith.

E the undersigned, in the interest of restoring full union among all orthodox Old Roman 
Catholics, sign this agreement of Intercommunion.W

Signed this …. day of ………….. in the year of Our Lord …….. at ………………………………... 


